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“Kindred Spirits – Together for the Gospel” 
Philippians 2:19-24 

 

The Book of Philippians 

 

Theme:  
God raises up others to assist in the proclamation of the gospel.  
 
Introduction:  
The people Paul describes in this passage are good, noteworthy people worthy of other’s trust 
and respect.  In his writings he refers to his fellow brothers and sisters – in – arms as kindred 
spirits, fellow workers, fellow soldiers.  Timothy is of one spirit with the apostle Paul.  The 
men and women he cites are “all in.”  They pitched their tent and set their face.  Such 
endurance and resolve encourages the apostle. 
 
Outline: 
 

I. Paul’s concern for the church of Philippi (v. 19). 
 

II. Paul’s reason for sending Timothy (vv. 20-22). 
 

A. Timothy is of a kindred spirit (v. 20a). 
 

B. Timothy is of a selfless spirit (vv. 20b-21). 
 

C. Timothy is of a tested spirit (v. 22a). 
 

D. Timothy is of a submissive spirit (v. 22b). 
 
The first time we hear of Timothy in the New Testament is Acts 16:1-5.  Paul is starting his 
second missionary journey and he adds Timothy to his team.  What this text tells us of him is 
noteworthy. 
 
First, he comes from mixed ethnicity and spiritual development (v. 1).   
 

Second, he is well spoken of by the church in Lystra and Iconium.  He was widely known and 
already serving and of proven worth (v. 2).   
 

Third, Timothy was willing to submit himself to Paul and the act of circumcision for the sake 
of the gospel (v. 3).   
 

Fourth, Timothy joined Paul in the absence of John Mark (Acts 15:36-41).  Timothy joined Paul 
in a sticky relational situation.  He followed Paul from church to church while delivering the 
results from the Jerusalem council of Acts 15.   
 



 

Waukesha Bible Church is a family of families seeking to live in the Storyline of the Bible.  She is determined by design to have a God-

centered, Christ-exalting worship; a Word-centered teaching focused on personal discipleship through intentional and systematic 

instruction; a Global-impacting mission that resolves to be a church planting church; and a Grace-based fellowship where disciples are 

invited to live under a reigning grace characterized by a Gospel-driven sanctification that celebrates a divine monergism to the Christian 

life. 

 

Fifth, although Timothy is not mentioned in the city of Philippi, he is a part of the team 
planting the gospel (vv. 11-40).   
 

Sixth, Timothy was willing to do what was necessary so that Paul might devote himself 
completely to the Word (Acts 18:5).   
 

Seventh, Timothy was someone who could receive orders and obey leadership. 
 

Eighth, Timothy is openly identified by the apostle Paul as a “fellow worker” (Rom. 16:21).  
Paul identifies him as such in several of his opening salutations (2 Cor. 1:1; Phil. 1:1; Col. 1:1; 1 
Thess. 1:1; 2 Thess. 1:1).  Paul identifies him in 1 Thessalonians 3:2 as a fellow worker in the 
gospel of Christ.   
 

Ninth, Timothy could receive admonition and encouragement without abandoning the 
mission (1 Tim. 1:18-20).   
 
 

Tenth, the last occurrence of his name is found in Hebrews 13:23. 
 

III. Paul’s hope of an immediate release (vv. 23, 24). 
 
Shepherding the Sheep: (What’s the NEXT STEP?) 
1. Are you someone others might turn to for help? 
2. Are you willing to serve Christ by serving His church? 
3. What do you need to change in order to serve? 
 
 


